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Pokémon League is a fun and accessible way for Pokémon fans to get together and have some fun! 
League events are open to all Pokémon TCG and video game players regardless of experience level 
or skill. Using your own cards and Pokémon video games, you can play, trade, and even earn cool 
prizes! The best part is that you can do all this with other Pokémon players who love collecting and 
playing just as much as you do.

March 2020-Sword & Shield Season 2

March Promo card for this season will be 
the trainer card, Acro Bike, 187a. Be sure 
to get a new score sheet at the beginning 
of each month and update your score 
sheet often.

Latest News

 April 2020 - Sword & Shield Season 3

April Promo card for this season will be the 
trainer card, Escape Board, 122. Be sure to 
get a new score sheet at the beginning of 
each month and update your score sheet 
often.

THE

PROFESSOR'S
MINUTE

Find more information on our...

 Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/EasleyPokemonGym/ or our website at www.easleypokemongym.wix.com/easleypokemongym

Pokémon Sword and Shield - Rebel Clash cards for the Pokémon 
Trading Card Game will be released on May 1, 2020. Sword & 
Shield Rebel Clash Prerelase tournaments are being scheduled for 
April 18, 2020 through April 26, 2020. There will only be around 
nine to ten prerelease tournaments in our area at that time. There 
will be a limited number of prerelease kits avaliable. Reserving 
your seat at these tournaments is highly recommended. 

Sword & Shield Rebel Clash will include:

• 16 Pokémon V, such as Toxtricity V, Dubwool V, Boltund V, and Sandaconda V—plus 14 full-art 
Pokémon V.
• Seven Pokémon VMAX, including the final evolutions of the first partner Pokémon of Galar, as well as 
Copperajah VMAX and Dragapult VMAX.
• More than 15 Trainer cards and four full-art Supporter cards.
• Four new Special Energy cards.

Stores that hold prerelease tournaments will be able to sell Sword & Shield on April 27, 2020. Cards from 
this set will be extremely playable by players. I look forward to this new set. (This information is subject to 
change. Any changes will be announced on our media outlets as necessary).

Easley

Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial Library 
304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 
29640 
Entry $30

Saturday 18, 2020 - 1p

Greenville

The Red Barn - 2333 N Pleasantburg Dr Suite 
A, Greenville, SC 29609 - (864) 412-7887
Entry: $30

Tuesday - April 21, 2020 - 6p
Saturday -April 25, 2020 - 1p

Boardwalk - 1175 Woods Crossing Rd Ste. 6, 
Greenville, SC 29607 - (864) 297-6924
Entry: $28

Saturday - April 25, 2020 - 5p

Greer

Platform 42 Pokemon League - 104 Middleton 
Way Greer, SC 29651 - (864) 416- 1293

Saturday - April 18, 2020 -  Call The Store For 
Details

Anderson

Planet Comics - 2704 N Main St, Anderson, SC 
29621 - (864) 261-3578
Entry: $30

Saturday - April 18, 2020 - 2p
Sunday - April 19, 2020 - 2p
Saturday - April 25, 2020 - 2p
Sunday - April 26, 2020 - 2p 

Taylors

Element Gaming Pokemon League - 2801 wade 
hampton blvd suite 301 Taylors, South Carolina 
29687 - 864-214-1998

Call The Store For Details
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Pokemon Event Central

March
 7 - Easley League Cup- 930a - 1015a Registration - Entry is $20 - (Standard) Captain 
Kimberly Hampton Memorial Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640 - 
1 Sword & Shield Booster Pack For Entering, Three Sword & Shield Booster Packs to 
Player Prize Pool. 
7- Pokémon Charlotte Regional Championship Invitational - Boardwalk - 1175 Woods 
Crossing Rd Ste. 6, Greenville, SC 29607 - Registration 5p - 6p (Standard)
12 - Professor's Challenge Tournament - 6p (Standard) - Captain Kimberly Hampton 
Memorial Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640
14 -  Red Barn League Challenge – 1p - 2p Registration - Entry is Free (Standard) - The 
Red Barn 2333 N. Pleasantburg Dr Suite A, Greenville, SC 29609
14 - Platform 42 Pokemon League Challenge - (TCG) 104 Middleton Way Greer, SC 
29651 Saturdays 5p (864) 416- 1293 - (Standard) $5.00 Entry Fee. Each player will 
receive one Pokémon Trading Card Game booster pack for playing in the tournament.  
Additional booster packs will be awarded to the top players in each age division.
15 -  Boardwalk League Cup - (Standard) 1175 Woods Crossing Rd Ste. 6, Greenville, 
SC 29607 - Registration is between 10:00 – 10:45 AM, and the tournament will begin at 
11:00 AM. Entry $20. - 40 person cap.Prize Support: Five packs per person will go into 
the prize pool. Every player is guaranteed at least two packs and a League Cup promo 
card. The remaining packs will be distributed to the top cut and top four of each age 
division. The winner of each division will get a champion playmat.
21–Easley League Challenge & Pokemon Fun Day- 930a - 1030a Registration - Entry is 
Free - (Standard) Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial Library 304 Biltmore Road 
Easley, South Carolina 29640 (Pokemon Fun Day starts at 11a)
19 - Pokken Tournament (Wii-U) Play - 6p - Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial 
Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640
22 Boardwalk Tournament (Standard) Free entry- 6pm- 1 pack for playing standard 
tournament (free) - 1175 Woods Crossing Rd Ste. 6, Greenville, SC 29607 
22 - Pokemon GO Community Day - 11a-2p - Everywhere
28 - Boardwalk League Challenge - 6p - $6 Entry Fee - (Standard) 1175 Woods Crossing 
Rd Ste. 6, Greenville, SC 29607 - (Standard) Registration 5p-6p.

April
1 - Sword & Shield Prerelease - Greenville - 6p-630p Registration - The Red Barn 2333 
N. Pleasantburg Dr Suite A, Greenville, SC 29609 Entry $30
9- Smash Brothers Tournament - Easley Pokemon League - 6p - Captain Kimberly 
Hampton Memorial Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640
11 -  Sword & Shield League Cup - Greenville – 11a- Noon Registration - Entry is $20 
(Standard) - The Red Barn 2333 N. Pleasantburg Dr Suite A, Greenville, SC 29609 -  1 
Sword & Shield Booster Pack For Entering, Three Sword & Shield Booster Packs to 
Player Prize Pool. 
11 - Platform 42 Pokemon League Challenge - (TCG) 104 Middleton Way Greer, SC 
29651 Saturdays 5p (864) 416- 1293 - (Standard) $5.00 Entry Fee. Each player will 
receive one Pokémon Trading Card Game booster pack for playing in the tournament.  
Additional booster packs will be awarded to the top players in each age division.
13 - Professor's Challenge Tournament - 6p - Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial 
Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640 - Pokemon and Energy Only - 
No Trainer Cards. 30 Card Deck. (Standard)
16 -  Pokken Tournament (Wii-U) Play - 6p - Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial 
Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640
18- Easley League Challenge & Pokemon Fun Day- 930a - 1030a Registration - Entry is 
Free - (Standard) Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial Library 304 Biltmore Road 
Easley, South Carolina 29640 (Pokemon Fun Day starts at 11a)
18 - 26 - Pokemon Sword & Shield Rebel Clash Prerelease.
30 - Easley Pokemon League 10 Year Anniversary Party -  Captain Kimberly Hampton 
Memorial Library 304 Biltmore Road Easley, South Carolina 29640 - 530p-8p

Dates and formats of tournaments listed are for reference and are subject to change at the 
Tournament Organizers discretion. Any change of information will be announced in our 
media outlets as time permits. This is for reference only.
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Captain Hampton Memorial Pokemon League 10th Year 

Anniversary

Ten years is quite the milestone for most organizations. In the month of April the 
Captain Hampton Memorial Pokemon League, also know as the Easley Pokemon 
League or the Easley Pokemon Gym will celebrate it's 10 year anniversary. An 
anniversary party is planned for April 30th from 530p-8p. We encourageplayers to 
bring snacks and other party items to this event to share with other players.

The league started in April of 2010 in a coffee shop on Pendelton Street here in 
Easley. The coffee shop was called Crazy Beans and Beads. It was owned by Alan 
and Lee Blakebourgh. The league was then owned by Bo Finley. After a year of 
operation the coffee shop was closed.  Ownership of the league had switched to 
Jeff Crump. We looked for a new venue to hold our league meetings. Finally 
approached the Pickens County Library system, main branch, The Captain 
Hampton Memorial Library.  I met with Allison Anderson and the she agreed to 
allow us to meet there in the Library.  As they say, The rest is history. We have 
registred around 1000 Pokemon Players in our area. As we look to the future we 
hope to see many more Pokemon adventures. We have the best Pokemon 
Community in the world. I want to thank you to all of our Pokemon Players here in 
Upstate, South Carolina for your support of the Pokemon League and the 
Pokemon Community of Upstate, South Carolina. Be sure to thank a staff member 
at the Captain Hampton memorial Library for their support of the Pokemon 
League.

Pokemon Club

Join a new community of Pokémon fans with Pokémon Club, a new weekly event 
tailored for younger Pokémon fans from 6 years old to 10 years old. Pokémon 
Club meetups take place exclusively on Saturdays, at local game stores where 
other Play! Pokémon events are already held. It's an awesome way to meet other 
Pokémon fans in your community at family-friendly locations.

Attendees can look forward to all kinds of Pokémon activities, whether they're 
interested in the Pokémon TCG, video games, animation, or just want to have 
Pokémon fun. Pokémon Club organizers have access to lots of resources, so 
everyone who attends can have a great experience. Pokémon Club events do not 
feature any kind of formal competitions, so everyone is able to just show up and 
enjoy the world of Pokémon!

Pokémon Club attendees can earn cool rewards for coming to events every 
week. These currently include Pokémon TCG promo cards and stickers, and 
more cool rewards are on the way. Trainers will receive a Trainer Card to track 
when they've participated at a Pokémon Club, and will earn more rewards the 
more they attend.

Greenville
The Red Barn Pokemon Club - The Red Barn 2333 N. Pleasantburg Dr Suite A, 
Greenville, SC 29609 3p - 5p.

We will announce other Pokemon Club's in our area once we hear from our 
League Owners.

Pokémon GO Community Day is an opportunity 
for Trainers around the world to get outside and 
play together at local community parks. For a few 
hours during this monthly event, a special 
Pokémon that knows an exclusive move can be 
encountered in the wild, and other Community 
Day bonuses will also be in effect. Meet new 
Trainers, catch a special Pokémon, and celebrate what it means to be part of the 
Pokémon GO community!

Pokemon GO will take place March 15, 2020 featuring Abra. April Pokemon GO 
Community Day hasn't been announced. We'll update you on any information 
released by Niantic. 

Be sure to take pictures and post them to our Facebook page with 
#PokemonGOCommunityDay. We would love to see what Pokmeon adventures 
you are having in our local community.

Pokemon GO Community Day

MARCH-APRIL 2020
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Online Competitions have begun in Pokémon Sword and Pokémon Shield on 
Nintendo Switch, with some minor changes to how they operate. As a result, 
you'll need to link your Nintendo Account to your Pokémon Trainer Club account 
to earn Championship Points (CP) in Online Competitions that award them. You 
don't need to link your accounts to register for and compete in these 
competitions, but you won't be eligible to earn CP if you don't link them.

The upcoming 2020 International Challenge February is the first of these 
competitions. Registration begins February 19, 2020. If you want to earn CP in 
this competition, you'll need to link your accounts before registering for the 
competition and keep them linked until after CP have been awarded. If you unlink 
your accounts in the future, you'll retain any CP you've earned.

Children will need to have the parent or guardian who manages their account log 
in to their Pokémon Trainer Club account and consent to linking the accounts 
before continuing.

Follow these steps to link your accounts.

1. Log in to your Pokémon Trainer Club account.

Play!Pokemon  The Spirit of the Game
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The Pokemon Trading Card Game is a game of skill, enjoyed for its complex 
strategies, it’s entertaining characters, and an unmatched atmosphere of friendly 
competition. A Pokémon Trading Card Game tournament is to determine the 
skill level of each player involved, the ultimate goal is to ensure that everyone 
participating is having fun. 

Regardless of the size of the prizes of the tournament, adherence to the Spirit of 
the Game helps to ensure that all participants, players, spectators, and event 
staff at a Pokémon Trading Card Game event, have an enjoyable experience. This 
spirit of the game should guide the conduct of players as well as the tournament 
judges as they interpret and enforce the rules.

The Spirit of the Game is composed of the following: 

    • Fun: The Pokémon Trading Card Game is a game, and games are meant to 
be fun for all parties involved. When a game ceases to be fun, players find other 
things to do.
    • Fairness: Games cease to be fun when players break the rules to achieve 
victory. A player should prefer to lose a game than to win by cheating.
    • Honesty: Players of any game should strive to act honestly while playing 
that game. If a player inadvertently breaks a rule during a game and becomes 
aware of the error before his or her opponent or a judge, that player should make 
the opponent and the judge aware of the misplay.
    • Respect: Players, spectators, and staff should be treated with the same 
respect that players would expect for themselves. Distracting an opponent or a 
judge to gain advantage shows disrespect to everyone involved in a Pokémon 
Trading Card Game event.
    • Sportsmanship: Winning or losing with grace is vital to the enjoyment of a 
game. The desire to continue playing a game can be soured by players that 
berate their opponents after winning or losing a match.
    • Learning: Players should strive to help each other increase their Pokémon 
Trading Card Game play skills. It is not a player's responsibility to make his or 
her opponent's plays for that opponent. However, discussing strategies, offering 
deck tips, or constructively critiquing game play decisions after the match has 
been completed helps both participants to become better players.

When players don’t follow the Spirit of the Game it can make for an unpleasant 
gaming experience for everyone involved. Play!Pokemon organizers in our area 
are coordinating efforts to ensure that all participants in our Pokemon Trading 
Card Game tournaments and Pokemon League are adhering to the Spirit of the 
Game philosophy. Those who violate the Spirit of the Game will be dealt with on 
a case by case basis. We ask that all of our players review the Spirit of the 
Game. Encourage each other and help us continue to make our Pokemon 
Community here in the Upstate of South Carolina, the best Pokemon 
Community in the World!

How to Link Your Nintendo Account and 
Pokémon Trainer Club Account

How to play THE POKÉMON TRADING CARD 
GAME

If you're interested in getting started with the Pokémon TCG, The Pokemon 
Company has  put together a set of easy-to-follow videos that will walk you 
through the basics of the game. When you're done watching, hopefully you'll be 
ready to start playing your first Pokémon TCG game!

The website can be found at www.tcg.pokemon.com/en-us/how-to-play/. The 
website has the starter videos, card expansion set information, card database, a 
parents guide to playing Pokemon The Trading Card Game, and where to buy 
Pokemon cards and products.

If you are looking to buy Pokemon cards and products, we encourage you to visit 
local gaming stores in our area. You can find the list of gaming stores on page 4 
of this newsletter. You can also talk to your Pokemon League Leaders or 
Pokemon Cluib Professors for the best places on where to find Pokemon cards 
and products. 

If you have a collection of Pokemon Cards, our Pokemon League Leaders and 
Pokemon Club Officials can also assist you with your card collections. 

2. Click Nintendo Account Link in the sidebar.

3. Read the information on linking your accounts.

4. If you agree, click the Link to Nintendo Account button, which will send you to 
a Nintendo.com log-in page.

Log in to your Nintendo Account—be sure your birth date matches on both 
accounts! Accept the request of Date of Birth permissions.

You're all set! You'll be returned to Pokemon.com.

If you have any issues or concerns with linking your accounts, please contact 
Pokémon Support.

https://www.pokemon.com/us/pokemon-news/how-to-link-your-nintendo-
account-and-pokemon-trainer-club-account/

How to Link Your Nintendo Account and 
Pokémon Trainer Club Account

Pokemon Resources:

How To Play – (Great for Parents) - http://www.pokemon.com/us/pokemon-tcg/
play-online/tutorial/
Pokémon - http://pokemon.com
Easley Pokemon Gym Website: http://easleypokemongym.wix.com/
easleypokemongym
League Facebook Page -https://www.facebook.com/groups/EasleyPokemonGym/
Pokemon Banned Card List - https://www.pokemon.com/us/pokemon-tcg-
banned-card-list/

Pokemon On The Web
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Easley Pokemon League Professor's Challenge

The Easley Pokemon League will hold a Professor's Challenge tournament on 
March 19th at 6p. This is a fun tournament. This tournament challenge will be a 
Cat Pokemn versus Dog Pokemon in an expanded format. 

The Easley Pokemon League will hold a Professor's Challenge Fun Tournament 
on the third Thursday ofthe month. Each fun challenge will have some kind of 
theme that players can build unique decks around and have loads of fun. 
Announcements of these fun challenge tournaments are usually made during the 
Professor's Minute at the Easley Pokemon League. We hope you will particpate in 
these fun challenge tournaments.
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Leagues Supported By The Following:

Boardwalk
1175 Woods Crossing Rd, Greenville, SC 

29607
(864) 2976924

Boardwalk offers a large selection of games 
and has a great selection of Pokemon TCG 

and related products.

The Red Barn
2333 N.Pleasantburg

Dr, Greenville, SC 29609
(864) 412-7887

The Red Barn located across from Home Depot 
on N. Pleasentburg Dr carry’s a great selection 

of Pokemon, Magic the Gathering, War 
Hammer, Dragon Ball Super, Jewelry and Art. 

Coffee and snacks as well. Safe and clean. Very 
family friendly.

Planet Comics
2704 N Main St, Anderson, SC 29621

Comics, Games, Pokemon Singles and 
TCG Merchandise

EMPIRE GAMES
118 N McDuffie St, Anderson, SC 29621

Phone: (864) 3289418

We provide a well lit, well stocked, clean 
environment to enjoy your favorite 
tabletop games with yourfriends!

Plaform 42
104 Middleton Way, Suite 3 Greer, SC 

29651
(864) 416-1293

Pokemon TCG Merchandise

The Pickens County Library system, Captain Hampton Memorial Library 
staff, we thank you for all that you do and have done for the league over 
the years. May we continue to find more Pokemon adventures into the 
future.
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Open World Gaming
1120 N Pleasantburg Dr #302, Greenville, 

SC 29607
 (864) 421-2535 

Open World Gaming provides the primiere 
gaming experience in the Upstate. Rent 

time on their stations (Xbox, Playstation, 
PC, Retro, VRand more). Now playing 

Tradings Card Games as well.

Clemson Confectioneries
304 Biltmore Rd.
Easley, SC 29640

Email: clemsonconfectioneries@gmail.com
Tel: 631-664-2924

HOURS:
SUN: CLOSED
MON: 10-6 PM
TUE: 10-6 PM
WED: 10-6 PM
THU: 10-6 PM
FRI: 10-6 PM
SAT: 10-2 PM

Coffee and pastry shop located in the Easley 
Library. Stop by the coffee shop before coming 
to league. The coffee is great and the sweets are 
amazing!

Element Gaming
 2801 Wade Hampton Blvd Suite 301 

Taylors, South Carolina 29687 
 864-214-1998

The Game Cache
3131 N Main St, 

Anderson, SC 29625
(864) 760-0333

Have you been getting the monthly promo card? You must get a new score card 
or score sheet every month to earn promo cards for games you have played. Stop 
by the leaders table to check-in every week and update your information as your 
Pokemon ID, your active Pokemon Trainer Account status, and any other 
information you need to update. Find out the new league updates. Only takes a 
minute. If you want your Pokemon!Play points for the season you attend and you 
MUST check in at the leader table. 

Prize Support & Check In

Pokemon Trainer Accounts provides a way to connect Pokémon players all 
around the world by giving them the ability to open Pokémon Trainer Club 
accounts. With the Pokémon Trainer Club account, players can enjoy some 
member-exclusive benefits. You can also get access to exclusive prizes and 
events at Pokemon League. By creating a new account to join the Pokémon 
Trainer Club online, you can earn trainer tokens, be a part of organized Pokémon 
play, get the latest Pokémon news, and customize your trainer appearance and so 
on. Creating a new account is simple, easy and convenient. Go to 
www.pokemon.com to sign up today. If you have any questions please see our 
league leaders.

Do you have a Pokemon Trainer Account?Have you ever been to a Pokemon League Challenge Tournament event? These 
events are small, entry-level events on a local scale. In Pokémon TCG League 
Challenge tournaments, players can earn Championship Points and work toward 
earning an invitation to the World Championships! League Challenge events are 
open to all players. Players need to bring their own legal 60-card deck. League 
Challenges give players the opportunity to earn up to 15 Championship Points 
and have a Best Finish Limit of 2 per season. They give 1 Play! Points and 
special variant cards available to those who placed in the top four in each age 
division. Held once per month at select Pokémon League locations, these 
tournaments may use the Standard or Expanded format, at the Tournament 
Organizer's discretion. League Challenge events consist of only Swiss round 
without top cut to single-elimination rounds. Top four finishers of Pokemon 
League Challenges in each age group will be given specially stamped trophy 
cards. These cards given as reward are typically based on regular version of the 
same cards released in the expansion paired with each Pokémon League 
seasons. Each card has a '"1st Place'", '"2nd Place'", '"3rd Place'", and '"4th 
Place"' stamps and a different Holofoil pattern according to which expansion it 
belongs to. I want to encourage all players to enter into a Pokemon League 
Challenge and get the feel for the competitive side of Pokemon or just another 
way to have some Pokemon battle fun!

Pokemon League Challenge Tournaments are held at most Pokemon League 
Locations. Try one in Easley at The Easley Library on the third Saturday of the 
month or The Red Barn on the second Saturday of the month. Planet Comics, 
Boardwalk, Platform 42 all have Pokemon League Challenges. Be sure to see our 
monthly calendar or check the Pokemon Event Locator at Pokemon.com. You 
may also find more information on our website at https://
easleypokemongym.wixsite.com/easleypokemongym/pokemon-tournamnt-
central and Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/groups/
EasleyPokemonGym/. 

Pokemon League Challenge Tournaments

There are several leagues here in Upstate, SC.They are located at:

Easley 
• Captain Kimberly Hampton Memorial Library (TCG and VGC) - 304 Biltmore Road Easley, 
South Carolina 29640 (864) 850-7077 - Every Thursday: 5:30pm - 8pm

Central
• Central/Clemson Library Pokemon League (TCG and VGC) 105 Commons Way Central, SC 
29630 (864) 850-7077 - Second and Fourth Monday 6:00pm -  8:00pm

Greenville
• (RBPL) Red Barn Pokemon League (TCG and VGC) 2333 N. Pleasantburg Dr Suite A, 
Greenville, SC 29609 (864) 412-7887 - Every Tuesday 6p-8p

• Boardwalk Pokemon League (TCG and VGC) 1175 Woods Crossing Rd. Suite #6 Greenville, 
SC 29607 (864) 297-6924 - 6p Every Saturday

• Open World Gaming (TCG and VGC) -  1120 N Pleasantburg Dr #302, Greenville, SC 29607 
(864) 421-2535 - Every Wednesday 6p

Greer
• Platform 42 Pokemon League (TCG) 104 Middleton Way Greer, SC 29651 Saturdays 5p (864) 
416- 1293

Anderson
• (PCPL) Planet Comics Pokemon League (TCG and VGC) 2704 N. Main St Anderson, SC 
29621 (864) 261-3578 - Every Sunday 230p-530p, Monday 5p-8p, Friday 6p-10p

•The Game Cache (Cache Cup Pokemon League) (Video Game) - 3131 N Main St, Anderson, SC 
29625 - Tuesday from 3p - 8p.

• Empire Games Pokemon League (TCG) 118 N McDuffie St, Anderson, SC 29621 (864) 328-
9418 - Saturday 1p-5p.

Taylors
• Element Gaming Pokemon League - (TCG) 2801 Wade Hampton Blvd Suite 301 Taylors, South 
Carolina 29687 - 864-214-1998 - Sundays 2p - 4p

Players may visit all leagues if they wish. These leagues have free entry. See our Facebook page 
and website (www.easleypokemongym.wix.com/easleypokemongym) for more information about 
these wonderful leagues.

Pokemon Leagues Of Upstate, SC
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